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Part 1- An overview of multilingualism 

Multilingualism is a 

default human condition. 
(David Crystal, 2011) 
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Part-1 An overview of multilingualism 

Multilingualism is a default human condition. (David Crystal, 2011) 

The majority of the world’s population is multilingual.  

54% of Europeans are bilingual and a quarter of them are trilingual. 

39% of UK citizens are bilingual. 
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Why multilingualism matters 

It positively influences the child’s cognitive development.  

It has a positive effect on the child’s aptitude for learning languages. 

It improves the child’s social communication skills. 

It has health benefits. 

It has economic benefits. 



Part 2- The state’s ambition for 2018-2019 

In 2018-2019 we plan to introduce the teaching of history of 

Kazakhstan and a number of natural sciences (computer science, 

chemistry, biology, physics) in English in all schools. This transition 

requires a huge effort. First, it is necessary to change the content, 

and secondly, it is necessary to train the teaching staff for it and, of 

course, the general language training of our students must be at the 

highest level", Ex-Vice Minister of Education and Science Tahir 

Balykbayev (March 2016, kazparavda.kz)  

Teaching natural sciences in English 

Changing the content 

Training the teaching staff 

Teaching English at the highest level 
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The state’s ambition for 2018-2019 

                  As we move forward… 

A comprehensive and written trilingual education policy 

High quality teacher training programmes 

Effective use of education technology 

Independent quality control systems 

Well-written and carefully reviewed educational resources 
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3- Examples of graded classroom resources 

Example-1 

A science book aimed at A1-A2 (Elementary) level 

primary school  children 

Example-2 

A two-page excerpt from an “Intermediate” level graded 
English storybook. 



EXAMPLE-1  
 

A1-A2 (Elementary) Science Book for Primary Schools 



 

Errors… 



We could hardly get the dead weight of the whale to move at all. It took three 

boats and many men - eighteen of us in all with our thirty-six arms -to bring the 

huge and bloody body alongside the boat. We worked till dark to move the 

dead whale. In the morning we would lift him up on board with hooks, before 

cutting, cleaning and sectioning the body. So large and weighty was our catch 

that the ship heeled to one side when the whale was finally brought on board. 

It rocked and rolled this way and that, depending on the position of the body. 

Only when the creature's body was tied in place did we become steady -that is, 

as steady as is possible on a sea of crashing waves.  

But for now, the whale -our proud catch -rested in peace beside the Pequod. 

Captain Ahab spent a long time staring at the dead beast. Its sight seemed to 

make him even more moody and unhappy.  

"Speak, you huge and sorrowful head."  

He then moved slowly along the ship's rail and studied the whale from the 

deck. It was as though he thought that this lifeless creature could wake up and 

tell him where to find Moby Dick - as if he could lead him to the soul of his 

enemy! Looking at this dead whale - that is, one that was not Moby Dick - 

seemed to make Ahab restless. In his maddened mind, he was no doubt 

chanting, 

"Where are you, Moby Dick? Where are you, Moby Dick?" 

The thrill of the catch was exciting, yes, but for second mate Stubb, there were 

more important matters to think about -  like his stomach! He could not wait to 

make a meal out of his catch and ordered a bit of meat to be sliced from the 

whale's side. One of the crew had the rather difficult task of getting Stubb his 

supper. This involved leaning over the Pequod’s side, where he had to risk 

falling overboard and meeting the jaws of the many sharks waiting below!  

 

 

As for Stubb, he enjoyed his piece of whale meat so much that he ordered the 

cook to prepare some more for him the very next day – for breakfast! 

Now, there are other dangers besides the great weight of the whale’s body that 

are present before it is finally lifted on board. Tashtego’s strange accident is a 

perfect example of one of the many risks present in this fine whaling business.  

The Indian had climbed onto the whale’s head in an attempt to get to that 

precious oil. Suddenly, he slipped and fell into the whale – right into the part 

that holds oil! Because this part of the whale is so deep, even this skilled 

harpooner was out of sight for quite a while – until that great hero of ours, 

Queequeg, rescued him. 

The whale catching did not by any means stop there. Shortly afterwards, Stubb 

and Flask killed a right whale. Although it was not the Pequod’s business to 

waste time and effort on this other species, Ahab ordered that one be caught. 

You see, after the slaughter of Stubb’s whale, the creature’s head – as is often 

the custom on whaling ships – was attached to the side of Pequod like a trophy. 

It’s about morethan just showing off whale hunting skills. It’s a superstitious 

belief that the head of a right whale on the ship’s other side is good luck for the 

ship. In fact, Stubb heard that Fedallah had suggested this as a good luck charm, 

but now so much for the ship to bring luck to Ahab’s hunt.  

I do believe he’d know all about charms. Why, he looks like the devil himself! 

 

 
 

So large and weighty was our catch that the ship 
heeled to one side when the whale was finally 
brought on board. (22 words) Only when the creature's body was 

tied in place did we become steady -
that is, as steady as is possible on a 
sea of crashing waves. (26 words) 

It was as though he thought that this lifeless 
creature could wake up and tell him where to 
find Moby Dick - as if he could lead him to the 
soul of his enemy! (33 words) 

EXAMPLE-2: Moby Dick (Intermediate Level) 

Average sentence length: 18 words! 

Maximum sentence length: 36 words! 



Research suggests: 

Average sentence length should 
be 14 words so that readers 
understand more than 90% of 
what they are reading.  

Ann Wylie, 2009 

• 11 words : easy 
• 21 words: fairly difficult 
• 25 words: difficult 
• 29 words: very difficult  



What both excerpts share in common 

The lack of explanatory information about the classroom material  

They don’t have any reference what framework they are based on. 

Grammar syllabus? 

Vocabulary framework? 

  
They are not suitable for the intended/advertised  

level of English learners. 

They include grammatical errors. 

They are not suitably reviewed. 
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Does the book offer clear information on the level of English used in 

the text?  

Is the English text based on a grammar and vocabulary framework 

and is it accessible? 

Does the book offer clear information on the lexical density of the 

book (e.g. word count, headword count)? 
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Conclusion and thanks… 

We need to take into consideration the cognitive 

development of students and the pace of their English 

language acquisition and learning.  

 

In the context of Kazakhstan’s ambition for a trilingual 

population, schools, educational institutions, publishers and 

governmental departments have a fundamental duty to 

ensure learners have access to high quality and carefully 

reviewed classroom resources.  


